Answer Key

Match the Hats

i} Cowbioy

d} Astronaut

a) Chef

&) African Explorar

il Football Player

f) Hockey Player

n) Court Jester

a) Wizard

k} Construction Waorker
m} Graduating Shudent
b) Firehighter

h) Viking

I} Defective

a) Medieval Princess
e} Clown
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Answer Key continued

Put on Your Thinking Cap

At the drop of a hat—not delaying, doing something on
the =pur of the momant

For many years the dmopping of a hat was wsed as a stasting
sigmal for compstitors in & race. compstiton or contest. We now
mainhy use this term to describe tha act of a person who driops
what they are doing to bege anothar task

Bee in your bonnet—being obsassed with & crazy idea
as if s stuck in your head like a bae stuck in a hat

Thens iz rafarence to this idiom in 8 poem called Mad' Maids
Eong, writlan in 1648 by Robert Herrick. Apparantly he changsd
the wordeng from “to hawe a head full of b==5" to maks it sound
batiar in his poam.

Eat your hat—a slalement made when you are posilive
about somathing that will happan

Charlas Dickens and other great writers heve used this diom,
which shows it to be close to 200 years old. Sorme word experts
ap=culale this aaying was aomehow based on & goat named
after Britain's Charles 11 that Bed to eat hets. You mey utber this
diorn if you feel 5o strongly about the outcome of an event or
task that you ridiculoushy jest that you will eat your hat i it
actually happans.

Feather in your cap—szsomeathing 1o be proud of, a reward
showing honour or great achievemeants

In olden days festhers were sometinmes ewarded for an
accompahrment and worn in caps with pride. Some say this
aying dates back 1o the early 180008, but it i probably based
on the practcs of some culturss 1o decorele headgear andfor
headdresaes with adornments such aa feathers to represant
their triurnphe—more feathers diaplayad depicted & mare
honowrad status.

Hat trick—threo succasses in a row

Thes saying probably onginated &t a ime whan gentleman wors
hats to sl public functions including sporting evends, such as
hockay gamas. When one playss scorsd thres gosks inons
hockey gama, this amazing feat was celabrated by spactators
tossing their hats onto the ice.

Keep it under your hat—keep a secret

Ihis epresson probably comes Irom the labe 1800% when almost
eryone wore hals all the e 1was wsed (o el peopks 10 kesp
any confclential news = their bead and nol el amone, Since your
maed is uncer your hat they say “Keep il under wour bat”

Mad as a hatter—iotally demented or crazy

In the 1800's, falf hals were made o mass quanidies ana
workess were sxposed o mercury fumes from a soluion used 1o
rake the hats, This exposwe caused Many sicde affacts

ncleding confusion, derangsment, speech problems and viokent
mwilching, Mot realizing the connection, some peaple made fun
of affected workers a5 they thought they had gone mad. Mercury
S N0 kenger used [o make felt hats

Old hat—aold fashioned and cut of date

:fi'.lbﬂl:'.lr:,l inisated in the late 1290 cenfury when weanng hals
Was an everyday occurrence, Hals were starling to Decoms:
rnore fasheenable than functional and ANYONe o] S8 WEEG
the newes) sivies Was considenad ol of fashion or “old hag'

Pulling a rabbit out of your hat—gal something

as if by magic

Mageeaans have besn perforning illusions for a weny long time
out it i thaought that the expression “palng a rabbes oul of & hat®
wasznt really used wnlil the 1830', It was about this time that
peophe began to use this term to mean a creative solgion 1o a
seemmgly impossible problem

Wearing many hats—someons who does mulliple jobs

Higtorically, hata were considersd B3 a part of a lebourers
uniform. Eg. pairers, chimney swesps, welders, coal miners,
firefighlers, pofice officers all wors, and in some cases slill wear,
ap=cific hels that identified thelr cccupsation. Insome casas they
aifferad protection from job hazards. I & person had gevers
different jobs they would wear a diffsrent hel for each one. Todey
we refer 1o someona wearing many hats as a p=rson who can
multi-taek or handle gaveral different prajecta &t once




